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Chief Lawyer elected as president of national body

Birmingham City Council’s Corporate Director of Governance will be formally elected as the president of a prestigious national body on Thursday (November 19).

Dr Mirza Ahmad will take on the post of President of the Association of Council Secretaries & Solicitors (ACSeS), which represents Chief Legal Officers of all English and Welsh local authorities.

Mirza is already recognised as a national expert on local government law and practice, especially in relation to constitutional, ethical and corporate governance, employment, human rights and information management.

The latest national honour for Mirza comes on the heels of many other awards including, ‘Hot 100 Lawyer for 2009’, ‘Public Sector Lawyer for 2009’, ‘Public Sector Excellence Award for 2007’ (in Muslim Power 100) and, in July 2008, he was awarded an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws (LLD), by Manchester Metropolitan University, for ‘exceptional services to the legal profession’.

Mirza said: “I am most grateful to God, Birmingham City Council and ACSeS for the great honour and privilege bestowed upon me as the 14th President of ACSeS. I will do my utmost to lead ACSeS, promote Birmingham and uphold the confidence placed in me.”

Bernard Shepherd, President of the Birmingham Law Society, added: "Despite having a busy schedule, Mirza has been a strong supporter and council member of the Birmingham Law Society for many years.

“During my year as president he has been an invaluable advisor when needed. He deserves all the accolades he has received and I wish him the very best in his role as President of the Association of Council Secretaries and Solicitors.”

Mirza starts his Presidential Year - which will be in addition to his employment with Birmingham City Council - with the launch of ACSeS’ very first publication entiled “Firing up the Passion for Excellence”.

The publication is a compendium of 26 short articles on effective leadership, local governance, member/officer relations, partnerships, corporate and ethical governance. 

ENDS
Notes to editors

1. As Corporate Director of Governance (and Monitoring Officer) of Birmingham City Council – which is the largest local authority in UK – Dr Mirza Ahmad leads a multi-professional department, consisting of over 800 staff, excelling in Legal, Democratic, Regulatory, Registrars, Elections, Data Protection and Information Management Services.  
2. He has been Chairman, since 1998, of the Bar Association for Local Government & the Public Services  (www.balgps.org.uk) and is a  General Editor of two legal publications: (i) Knight's Guide to Public Procurement & Best Value and (ii) Local Authority Employment. He also serves on the General Council of the Bar for England & Wales and on the Council of Birmingham Law Society.
3. A couple of recent external recommendations of Mirza’s work include:
·  “Mirza is an outstanding leader as Chief Legal Officer at Birmingham City Council. The quality of his work and the effectiveness of his teams service of delivery is the driver which has led to the success and respect in which he is held.” Collins Anthony, a Senior Partner of  Anthony Collins Solicitors, February 7, 2009.
· “Mirza is a dedicated and passionate senior public servant who always seems to have time for the important issues of the day. He is a pleasure to work with and an example to his colleagues.” Richard Brennan, Chief Executive , Birmingham Forward, February 3,  2009. 
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